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Contact Information 

773-0782 ext. 16205 
Betheny Hanlin 

 7th and 8th Grade Band 
betheny_hanlin@nobl.k12.in.us 

 
Alex Keim 

6th Grade Band 
alexander_keim@nobl.k12.in.us 

 
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter 

@nemsband 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to Noblesville East Middle School! We hope you are excited           
about being a member of the NEMS Band. I hope we have an exciting and               
successful year. Below are some subject areas that you may have           
questions about. I communicate in a variety of different ways. Email is            
our #1 way of communicating with you, but I will also use the school              
website, Canvas, Instagram, Twitter, and paper handouts on occasion.         
Please add us to your email address book. We are looking forward to a              
great year of music progression and hope to provide new and exciting            
musical opportunities. 
 

 
 

 



-Supplies Needed for Class- 
● Pencil 
● Instrument* 
● Instrument supplies (See Instrument supplies below) 
● Binder with music (Provided) 
● Essential Elements/Technique book** 
● Smart Music***  
● School Issued IPad. 

 
*You are responsible for providing an instrument, unless they are a large            
instrument, such as a Tuba, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon, or Bari Sax. 
**6 th grade students will need to purchase Essential Elements 2000 book 1,            
7 th and 8 th grade books will be provided through school fees. Books can be              
purchased at Paige’s Music, 1-800-392-1099.  
***Please refer to the Smart Music section in this handbook 
 

-Expectations/Rules- 
Millers are Learning, Responsible, Respectful, and Safe.  Be Proud to be a 
Miller! 
 
1.  Always do your best.  Even when you think you can’t, try until you can! 
(Learning) 
2. Be prepared.  Bring instrument, music, pencil, binder, and iPad 
everyday. (Responsible) 
3.  “If you are on time you are late, if you are early, you are on time.” Be on 
time: in your seat with your instrument, working on bell work when class 
begins. (Responsible) 
3.  Respect others and their belongings. (Respectful) 
4.  No Food, drink, gum, or candy in any music room. (Responsible, 
Respectful, and Safe)  You don’t want green moldy stuff growing in your 
instrument! 
5.  When the conductor is standing next to the podium, please immediately 
get yourself ready in position 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



-Band Lockers- 
Each student will be assigned a combination lock to keep his or her 
instrument secure during the school year.  There is no charge to use the 
lock if it is turned in at the end of the school year.  It is your responsibility 
to lock up your instrument and keep track of your locks.  Locks that are 
not locked on a locker will be placed in the lock receptacle.  Lost locks will 
result in a $5 charge if they are not found.  No outside locks will be 
permitted.  Any outside locks will be cut off with bolt cutters. 

 
-Consequences- 

*Because we believe band students are the best students in the school, 
we rarely use these.  They are here just in case! 

 
1st offense-verbal warning 
2 nd offense- lunch detention  
3 rd offense- parent/and or office contact  
Tardies - 4th tardy results in a detention 
**Gum/ Candy Rules**  
 1 st offense warning 
 2 nd offense detention 

After January 1 st Students will automatically receive a detention for gum, 
food, drink, or candy. 

 
-Grading- 

 
Each Quarter: Please see Power School for more details 
 
30% Bell Work/Homework/Participation 
-Daily Bell Work, weekly Smart Music Assignments, and Classroom 
participation 
 
30% Quizzes and Tests 
-Written Quizzes, Playing Quizzes (live or recorded) 
 
40% Performances 
-Concerts, Solo/Small Group Performances, Solo Auditions, etc. 
 
Students may turn in concert programs/ticket stubs at any point in the 
year for extra credit.  (Maximum 3 per quarter) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



-Instruments and Supplies- 
Instruments 
Buying musical instruments and supplies is not as easy as going to the 
grocery store.   NEMS does business with Paige’s music (1-800-382-1099), 
because they offer a selection of musical instruments with a repair plan.  It 
is not required that you purchase there, but it is highly recommended. 
Please be careful when purchasing instruments from the internet and 
other companies.   When you buy an instrument, you want to ask yourself 
the following questions: 

1. Is it a reputable brand? (Ex.  Yamaha, Selmer, Conn, Jupiter, Fox, 
Accent, etc.)Please do not hesitate to email the director with 
questions regarding brand.  We are not responsible for fixing 
instruments that are not a reputable brand.  

2. Does it come with a repair plan?  This is key, because not every 
student is extremely careful with your large investment. 

3. Am I buying at a location that sells everyday items, such as food, 
clothes, etc?Most of the time when you buy an instrument at a big 
box store, you cannot find parts to repair the instrument. 

4. Does the deal seem too good to be true? Usually these offers are a 
scam. 
 

We don’t expect you to be an instrument expert, and we feel it is our job to 
equip you with the best knowledge.  Please email us and let us help you 
find a quality instrument.  We want your child to have a great working 
instrument.  (Mrs. Hanlin’s first clarinet was a Signet 100 bought from my 
next door neighbor for $50, we definitely understand.) 
 
Instrument Supplies 
NEMS stocks a small supply such as reeds, valve oil, and other necessary 
items.  Here are the following prices for each item.  Students will only be 
able to purchase these items between classes and before or after school. 
You are able to order supplies directly from Paige’s.  
**Prices are subject to change at any time of the year.** 
Reeds (all single reed  players should have 3 working reeds at all times 
and double reeds should have 2 working reeds at all times) 
I suggest ordering a box at a time from Paige’s Music.  
The recommended brand is Vandoren. 
Clarinet – 2.25 Bass Clarinet - 4.00 
Alto Sax - 2.75 Tenor Sax - 4.00 Bari Sax - 6.00  
Oboe and Bassoon-Reed prices vary any from $12-$20 depending on 
brand. 
Other Supplies 
Cork Grease-2.00 Paige’s Valve Oil-3.00 Blue Juice Valve Oil-$4.50  

 



*All other supplies will need to be ordered through Paige’s Music via 
website www.paigesmusic.com  or phone 1-800-382-1099  (Located on 
Binford and 62 nd St.) 
 

-School Owned Instruments- 
All students using a school owned instrument will be asked to sign an 
Instrumental Use Agreement.  This is to assure that the quality of our 
instruments will be maintained. If an instrument is damaged in the care of 
a student, the student is expected to pay for the damages .  These contracts 
must be in the possession of the band director signed and dated before the 
student uses the instrument. 
 

-Instrument Repair and Maintenance- 
In a perfect world, our cars wouldn’t break down and things 

wouldn’t break.  Unfortunately, the world is not perfect.  Part of being a 
great musician is having an instrument in good working condition.  For 
your convenience, Paige’s Music will deliver a loaner and pick up your 
instrument.  I will not send in an instrument if there is not a loaner 
present for your child.  Here are the steps to order a loaner: 

1. Call Paige’s Music between 10am-6pm weekday or 10-4 on Saturday 
@ 1-800-382-1099 

2. Let them know your child is at Noblesville East Middle School and 
they will need a loaner.  If you are renting from Paige’s, you will not 
have to pay for the loaner.  If you are not a Paige’s renter or 
purchaser, it costs $8 to get a loaner.  

3. Have your child get a Paige’s repair tag and fill it out completely.  It 
is on the black poster on the wall in the band room. 

4. Your child will leave the instrument with Mrs. Hanlin on Monday or 
Tuesday at the end of their class period for Paige’s pick up. 

5. The next day of class their loaner will be there, and Paige’s should 
call you for approval on repair of your instrument. 

 
Repair Places and Phone Numbers 
 
Paige’s Music, 1-800-382-1099,  5282 E 65th St., Indianapolis 
 
Noblesville Music Center  (317) 773-1123,  17021 Clover Rd. Suite 103, 
Noblesville 
 
Musician’s Repair Center (317) 635-6274, 332 North Capitol 
Avenue, Indianapolis 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.paigesmusic.com/


-Practicing- 
Practicing is essential to the success of the band.  In my efforts to 

assure that students participate in quality practice, students will complete 
a quality video assignments or smart music assignments.  To ensure 
students submit quality assignments here is the estimated guidelines for 
practice. 
 
6 th Grade Band Members should practice for 40-60 minutes a week. 
7 th Grade Band Members should practice for 60-75 minutes a week 
8 th Grade Band Members should practice for 90-120 minutes a week. 
 
It is not productive for students to practice all their time at once.  This is 
how frustration and fatigue cause resentment of their instrument. 
Practicing in 15-30 minute increments is suggested.   Students are 
required to practice with Smart Music or record their playing assignments. 
Participating in activities such as pep band, Jazz band, private lessons, 
solo and ensemble, and other instrumental performance activities may 
count as practice time or assignment completion, which is at the director’s 
discretion. Thank you parents, for all of your help with making the NEMS 
band successful. 
 

-King’s Island Trip and End of the Year Celebrations- 
At the end of the year, there will be a reward trip to King’s Island for 8 th 

grade students who participated in Band, Choir, and Strings for at least 2 
years. The end of the year celebration location is still to be determined, but 
is for 6 th and 7 th graders. To be eligible for the trips, students cannot have 
any missing qualifying assignments for the entire year and not have an 
unexcused absence from a concert or performance. This is a completely 

option event.  The director has the right to not allow a student to attend KI 
or EYC for any of the following reasons: (a)office assigned consequence 
(b) team assigned consequence (c)excessively late assignments in band 
(d) unexcused absence(s) to a concert or school.  (If you are in both choir 

and band/strings, you must meet requirements for BOTH classes.) 
 Cost for the Kings Island trip is approximately $60-$75 for students. 
 Cost for the end of the year celebration will be $20-$30 for students. 

 
 

-Remind 101- 
 
For Email or text reminders throughout the school year, see attached 
directions.  This will be used to pick up time reminders, and a few due date 
reminders.  Each grade, Pep band, and Jazz Band will have their own 
remind accounts.  This is not required. 

 
 

 



-Concert Attire- 
Everyone-White Button up shirt, black socks, black Shoes, and Black Bow 

Tie (I sell them for $3) 
Females-Black Pants or Black skirt 

Males-Black Pants 
 

You have 2-3 months to acquire your concert attire.  If you are unable to 
abide by the dress code, please let me know at least 2 weeks prior to the 

first concert.  If there are any issues please contact me. 
 

-Smart Music  and other apps- 
It is highly recommended that all students have Smart Music.  The 

best players in the NEMS band program have smart music and it is not a 
coincidence.  Students will be asked to complete a quality playing “test” via 
Smart music or Video camera through Canvas.  
 

Smart Music is a program that records, provides feedback, assesses, 
and allows students to practice with a recording of songs we are working 
on in class.  Not all songs we perform are in Smart Music, but most of our 
songs are in the program.   Smart music has a yearly subscription cost of 
$40, but the App is free.  If your student uses their iPad, they will not need 
a microphone.  If they would like to use their computer at home, they will 
need a microphone.  You can go to 
http://www.smartmusic.com/products/students/  for purchase.  

 
Required apps in Band: 

● Notability 
● Pages 
● Calendar 
● Canvas 
● Tonal Energy 
● Smart Music  (Yearly Subscription needed to use, but not 

required) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.smartmusic.com/products/students/


-Concert Attendance Policy- 
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 

Attendance at the concerts is mandatory.  Social plans and lack of 
transportation are NOT excuses for missing a concert or performance. 
These concerts are part of the curriculum and fulfill the National and State 
Standards for this class. Please make arrangements NOW so you will not 
run into these problems this year. 
 
If a student would have  to miss a concert, makeup points will be available. 
Please notify Mrs. Hanlin at least two weeks in advance if you know you 
cannot attend. Students who miss the concert will perform the concert 
repertoire in class to fulfill the standard requirements. Students with 
unexcused absences can still obtain 100% of the missed points; however, 
they will not be eligible for the King’s Island Reward Trip (for 8 th grade) 
and end of the year celebration (for 6th and 7th grade). Please see the NEMS 
Student Handbook for attendance policies.  If it is unexcused from school, 
it is unexcused from our concerts and performances.  

Music Standard #2 -Students will play alone and with others a varied 
repertoire of music 

 
-Jazz Band- 

Jazz Band meets during SLT from 2:05-2:35pm every day.  7th and 
8 th grade students were to audition in the spring or contact Mrs. Hanlin or 
Mr. Keim to be involved with this extracurricular activity.  There are extra 
performances involved such as a Showcase in November, Jazz Festival in 
Bloomington in December,  ISSMA Organizational Jazz in March, a 
possible Chicago Trip in April, and Jazz Café in May.  Students will receive 
practice credit for SLT rehearsal.  Even though the performances are not 
for a grade, students will need to fill the requirements to attend the end of 
the year celebration/Kings Island. 
 

-Pep Band- 
Pep Band is an extracurricular group for students who have been 

playing their instruments for one or more years.  This groups is typically 
reserved for 7 th and 8 th grade NEMS band members.  It is a group that 
meets outside of school, and they perform at 6 middle school basketball 
events.  There are a few cost involved with pep band.  Students involved 
will get a break-down of costs when we have our first practices.  If you are 
involved in a fall sport and would like to participate in Pep Band, you will 
not start practice until your sport is over.  We are very flexible with other 
activities.  Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Hanlin with questions as 
soon as Pep Band begins. 
 
 

 
 



YOUR “ASSIGNMENT!”    DUE MONDAY 8/15/16! 
 

1. Scan QR Code or go to 
https://goo.gl/forms/RWpUkJ3FpoVM72Gz1

 
 
2.  Fill out Google Form and submit 
3. Have parents Sign and Date this form and turn in to your 
director by 8/15/16 
 
 
I have read the 2016-2017 Band Handbook.  
 
Student Name 
 

 
 
Student Band Class Period  
 

 
 
Parent Signature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/RWpUkJ3FpoVM72Gz1


List of 2016-2017 dates for the school year.  Please pay careful attention to 
the grade or ensemble listed with each date.  Not all dates pertain to all 

students. Pep Band dates will be published later this month. 
 

August 
12-Jazz/Show Choir/Honor Ensemble-Coupon book Fundraiser begins 
26-Jazz/Show Choir/Honor Ensemble-Coupon book Fundraiser ends 
 
September 
2-Trash Bag Fundraiser Starts (6th-8th band) 
9-Mass Band Night (7th and 8th grade band) Mandatory 
16-Ben and Ari’s Party (6th-8th band) Optional and Trash Bag Fundraiser 
ends 
 
October 
28-7th and 8th grade Fall Concert Mandatory 
 
November 
18-6th and Jazz band Showcase Mandatory 
 
December 
3-*Tentative* Bloomington Jazz Festival 
OR 
10-*Tentative* Bloomington Jazz Festival 
 
February 
4-Instrumental Solo and Ensemble (6th-8th optional) 
10-6th Grade Mass Band Night at NHS Boys Basketball game 
 
March 
3/4-ISSMA Jazz Competition (tentative) 
10/11 or 17/18-Tentative ISSMA Concert band contest-dates will be finalized 
at the end of January.  We will most likely go on a Friday night. 
 
April 
28/29-Jazz Band Overnight trip to Chicago tentative 
 
May 
Spring SLT Concert Series TBA (6th-8th) 
 

 


